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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Better than a thousand days of diligent study is one day with a great teacher. ~ Japanese Proverb
Founded as a teacher education institution in 1952, St Thomas Aquinas College is listed as a Top Tier Regional University (North) by
U.S. News and World Report. The School of Education has an excellent reputation for its nationally recognized teacher preparation
programs and is accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).
The School of Education offers two paths to a career working with children and adolescents.

S C H O O L O F E D U C AT I O N

Educational Studies
The Bachelor of Science in Educational Studies, an interdisciplinary program, is designed to provide students with a fundamental
knowledge of educational theory and effective practices related to teaching and learning in a number of fields. Further, Educational
Studies supports students who may be interested in pursuing a graduate degree in psychology, social work or teacher certification
at a later date. Upon graduation, students have the foundation to work in fields related to social and behavioral science, and to enter
professions in settings that do not require teaching certification.
Undergraduate and Graduate Teacher Certification Programs
At the undergraduate level, The School of Education offers teacher preparation programs at all levels, from early childhood through
adolescence. In addition to the undergraduate path toward certification, we offer an integrated 5 year dual degree program, Bachelor’s
degree in Childhood Education or Adolescence certification, with a Master’s degree in Special Education. The college also offers a
Master’s of Science in Teaching (MST), an accelerated teacher certificate program for career changers. Candidates in this program
have the option of completing the program in 16 months or at their own pace. Certified teachers can advance their careers by
pursuing a MSEd in Autism; Literacy; Special Education; or Educational Leadership; or a Post Master’s Certificate in Literacy;
Special Education; Teacher Leadership; or Autism.
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Join the great tradition of excellence at St. Thomas Aquinas College. Be a Teacher!
The mission of the St. Thomas Aquinas College School of Education is to prepare knowledgeable and caring educators who are
passionate about teaching and learning. We strive to prepare our graduates to make informed decisions that will result in effective,
inclusive learning opportunities for diverse learners; to prepare future educators to become effective communicators and collaborators
who have a strong understanding of their disciplines and the assessment practices that drive their instruction; and to develop
reflective, life-long learners who will have a positive effect on student achievement and will become master teachers and
instructional leaders.

“Our outstanding faculty, experts in their field, are dedicated to preparing talented
teachers ready to meet the needs of all students in today's diverse classrooms.”
-DR. MEENAKSHI GAJRIA
DEAN, SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

BEST. YOU. EVER.

PROGRAMS IN EDUCATION
“Teaching is the one profession that makes all other professions possible.” ~ Richard W. Riley, former U.S. Secretary of Education
St. Thomas Aquinas College is nationally recognized by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) for its
outstanding teacher preparation programs. As prospective teachers, consider the grade level of student you would like to teach. The
School of Education offers six separate undergraduate career paths to becoming a teacher:
• Childhood Education, Grades 1-6
• Early Childhood & Childhood Education, Birth-Grade 6
• Childhood & Special Education, Grades 1-6
• Adolescence Education, Grades 7-12
• Dual Degree Programs, Grades 1-6 or 7-12
• Art Education, Grades K-12
All candidates in the Teacher Education programs complete the general education requirements in the liberal arts and sciences.
This set of courses, along with a liberal arts concentration or major, provides candidates with strong content area knowledge to
promote student learning. With a degree in Education, you will be eligible to teach in any school in New York State. As the College is
NCATE accredited, our graduates are also qualified to obtain teaching credentials in any other state. By electing St. Thomas Aquinas
College as your home for the next four years, you will become part of what U.S. News & World Report lists as a Top Tier Regional
University in the North.
Middle Level Extension
Candidates in the childhood programs have the opportunity to extend their certification to include grades 7-9. Similarly, candidates
in the adolescence programs can extend their certification to grades 5-6.
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Graduate Programs
Eligible undergraduate candidates in Childhood Education or Adolescence Education programs may begin graduate programs in
their senior year. Candidates can continue into the School’s graduate program in either Autism, Literacy or Special Education upon
graduation and earn their master’s degree in one year. A substantial discount is offered to graduates who continue their studies in
a master’s degree program.
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CHILDHOOD EDUCATION (Grades 1-6)
Childhood Education majors select a 30 credit concentration in one of the following areas: English, History, Mathematics, Science &
Technology, Social Sciences, or Spanish. In the School of Education, a candidate’s course of study focuses on:
• Nature of child development and contextual factors that influence motivation and learning.
• Classroom organization and management that support students' social interaction.
• Evidence-based instructional methods that promote problem solving, and critical thinking.
• Use of assessment data to adjust instruction to promote student learning.
• Content specific methods to teach literacy, math, social studies, and science taught by content specialists.
• Collaboration with parents, colleagues, and the community.
• Use of self evaluation and reflection for professional growth.

S C H O O L O F E D U C AT I O N

Study in a content area together with coursework in Inclusive Childhood Education prepares candidates to obtain New York State
certification as a classroom teacher, grades one through six.

CHILDHOOD & SPECIAL EDUCATION (Grades 1-6)
Candidates majoring in the dual certification program, meet all the requirements for Childhood Education, and take additional
coursework in Special Education. The coursework focuses on the nature and learning characteristics of students with mild disabilities,
characteristics of students with Autism, and teaching methods for students with disabilities. Our comprehensive program prepares
candidates to obtain certification as a classroom teacher and as a teacher for students with disabilities, grades one through six, not
only in New York but also in other states.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD & CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
(Birth-Grade 6)
Candidates majoring in the dual certification program in Early Childhood and Childhood Education meet all the requirements for
Childhood Education and take additional coursework in Early Childhood. The coursework focuses on the language development
and learning needs of children birth through grade 2.
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ADOLESCENCE EDUCATION (Grades 7-12)
Candidates in Adolescence Education select a major in one of the following areas: English, Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Social
Sciences, or Spanish. In the School of Education, candidates’ course of study focuses on:
• Nature of adolescent development and contextual factors that influence motivation and learning.
• Classroom organization and management that support students' social interaction.
• Evidence-based instructional methods that promote literacy, and learning in a specific discipline.
• Use of assessment data to adjust instruction to promote student learning.
• Collaboration with parents, colleagues, and the community.
• Use of self evaluation and reflection for professional growth.
A major in a content area together with coursework in Inclusive Adolescence Education prepares candidates to obtain certification
as a teacher of a specific discipline, grades seven through twelve, not only in New York but also in other states.

DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS, BS/BA AND MSEd
In 2014, the School of Education began to offer integrated dual degree programs in Education. The dual degree programs integrate
preparation in Childhood Education or Adolescence Education with graduate studies in Special Education. Candidates will be able to
complete the program in five years at considerable savings of both time and money. The following programs are offered:
• Childhood Education and Special Education, Grades 1-6, BS/MSEd
• Mathematics 7-12 and Special Education BS/MSEd
• Social Sciences 7-12 and Special Education BS/MSEd
• Spanish 7-12 and Special Education BA/MSEd

ART EDUCATION (Grades K-12)
Art Education majors at St. Thomas Aquinas College take both art studio courses and art history courses, providing them the
techniques and theoretical practices necessary for the discipline. In cooperation with the School of Education, art students complete
coursework in Inclusive Art Education in order to pursue New York State Certification required for teaching.
Within the art department students develop skills in various media leading to an understanding of the practice of art and artistic
expression as it exists in a personal, social, cultural, and multicultural context. Through specific education and art education
courses, students learn the nature of human development, as well as the theory and practice of both education in general and art
education in particular.
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Careers
If you are passionate about art and also want to share this passion with others, this is a choice to consider. Art not only provides
ways for individuals to express personal motivations and feelings but also to engage any subject in a hands-on way. While an Art
Education degree prepares students for teaching Kindergarten through 12th grade, it also applies to careers in community centers,
museums, retirement centers and more.

THREE

This studio based hands-on approach prepares students as artists while at the same time they become involved in the “art” of
teaching art.
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FIELD EXPERIENCE
As early as freshman year, the School of Education requires candidates to participate in off-campus classroom activities in area
and regional school districts. These activities, commonly known as field experience, involve the direct observation of teaching,
participation in teaching, or teaching itself that is related to the teacher education program in which the candidate is enrolled. All
candidates in the School of Education participate in field-based activities prior to student teaching.
At St. Thomas Aquinas College, field experiences emanate from course requirements in the form of specific assignments that are
carefully designed by professors to coincide with the course content and outcomes. Fieldwork introduces pre-service teachers to
their first real on-the-job training. Field assignments are sequential in difficulty, and candidates transition from being observers to
participants to student teachers.

S C H O O L O F E D U C AT I O N

Classroom teachers work with candidates during their field-based experiences prior to student teaching and serve as mentors and
models of professional practice. Candidates complete 100-150 hours of field experience prior to student teaching. Over the course
of the candidate’s studies, the student populations in the field-based placements must be representative of students from diverse
backgrounds (e.g., cultural, socioeconomic, linguistic, urban, suburban). This prepares our candidates to teach in a variety of
school settings.
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STUDENT TEACHING
All candidates formally apply for admission to student teaching during the second semester of junior year or during the fall semester
of the MST program. Applications and requirements for student teaching are distributed by the Director of Clinical Experience during
a Student Teaching Seminar six months prior to student teaching. Applications are distributed to candidates at a pre-student teaching
orientation meeting.
To be admitted to student teaching, candidates must maintain the required level of academic performance:
• A minimum GPA of 2.5 in general education core courses
• A minimum GPA of 2.75 in teacher education courses and in concentration or major
• Completion of all requirements (see Student Teaching Manual)
Placement
The Director of Clinical Experiences assigns placements. In compliance with New York State Education Department recommendations,
candidates are placed in schools where they have the best opportunities to meet the learning outcomes of student teaching. These
include high-needs schools and/or schools where professional development commitments have been established between the
college and the school districts. Geographic location (i.e., a reasonable travel distance from the campus) is taken into consideration
when assigning placements.
Supervision
Candidates are placed with cooperating teachers who serve as mentors and models of professional practice. They are certified
teachers whose credentials match the credentials for which the candidate is preparing. Each candidate is also assigned a college
supervisor. Cooperating teachers and college supervisors serve as mentors and meet regularly with candidates to reflect on the
lessons and provide support.
Recommendation for New York State Teacher Certification
The College recommends to the New York State Teacher Certification agency candidates that have successfully completed the
Teacher Education program and have satisfied the requirements for state certification. The New York State Education Department
issues the appropriate certificate to graduates that have satisfied all requirements.
In addition to the requirements of the teacher education program, New York State requirements include:
• Completion of the Seminar on Identification and Reporting of Child Abuse.
• Completion of the Seminar on Prevention of Violence and Prevention of Child Abduction.
• Completion of the Seminar on Prevention of Bullying.
• Completion of the Seminar on Autism (for special education certificate).
• Fingerprint clearance.
• Achieving passing scores on the appropriate certification level tests.
• Filing an online registration form at TEACH: http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/teach.

- T.J. LARKE ‘15
CHILDHOOD/SPECIAL EDUCATION
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use in the classroom. And then you go and you observe, and
you see that first hand. It’s great to be able to experience
that outside of a textbook starting as early as your freshman year.”
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“You’re learning about different theories and techniques to
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT IS A RESOURCE YOU CAN TAP RIGHT FROM YOUR FRESHMAN YEAR TO PREPARE FOR YOUR
FUTURE AND, MORE PRACTICALLY, TO SUCCESSFULLY ENTER A COMPETITIVE WORKFORCE WHEN YOU GRADUATE.

READY TO LAUNCH

S C H O O L O F E D U C AT I O N

From virtual career fairs, to etiquette seminars, resume building workshops, and mock interviews, through our Career
Network around the nation and alumni visits to campus, we pair alumni with students in a collegial and relaxed setting for
a real-world perspective on life in the education field. Often these relationships lead to observation and employment
opportunities, channels for sound professional advice, and everlasting friendships. Ideally, we hope our alumni will
inspire our students professionally, academically, and philanthropically.
St. Thomas Aquinas College puts the tools at your fingertips to build your confidence and become a polished candidate.
Visit www.stac.edu/careerdevelopment to learn more.
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“STAC has a reputation for being a great school for education.
The faculty prepared me; and my peers were collaborative and
helpful. The community was incredibly supportive. I believe
I am a better educator today because of that.”
- ANNE MARIE GWIZDAK ‘07/’08
ELEMENTARY AND SPECIAL EDUCATION
MSEd - LITERACY

Alumni In the Field
Karin Morales ‘00/’06/’08
Assistant Principal,
Smith Clove Elementary School
Monroe-Woodbury Central School District,
NY
Dr. Annie Streiff ‘01
Principal
Warwick Valley High School, NY
Sheila Beglin ‘03/’05/’10
Assistant Principal
Cottage Lane Elementary School
South Orangetown Central School District,
NY
Ileana Eckert ‘03/’05/’10
Superintendent of Schools
North Rockland Central School District,
NY
Stephen P. Hancock ‘08
Dean of Students
Anne M. Dorner Middle School
Ossining Union Free School District, NY
Alison Reeg ‘10/’12
Social Studies Teacher
Ridgewood High School, NJ
Jill Sheridan ‘10/’12
Resource Math Teacher
Ramapo High School, NJ
Angela Mathisen ‘12/’14
Special Education Teacher
Mount Pleasant Central School District,
CT

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, employment of teachers
is expected to grow by 17% from 2010 to 2020. Growth is expected because of both declines
in student teacher ratio and increases in enrollment. In addition, there are certain certification
areas that are considered “high need” and prospective teachers in these areas have even better
job prospects. “High need” areas include: mathematics, science (especially chemistry and
physics), English as a second language, and special education.
The demand for qualified teachers in the area is projected to increase in the coming years.
Currently, 41% of NY teachers and 50% of NJ and CT teachers are older than 50, hence
retirements are expected. The demand is likely to be higher in geographical areas of the
United States that have witnessed more than twenty five percent population growth, for
instance, states in the South and West.
According to a Georgetown University 2015 report on college majors and unemployment the
overall unemployment is approximately 7.5% for recent college graduates with a bachelor’s
degree, but only 5% for education majors, and 2% for education graduate degree holders.
Training as a teacher develops 21st century skills that are important for success in all fields:
• Communication skills
• Human relation skills
• Critical reasoning skills
• Leadership and management skills
National Accreditation For Teacher Education Programs
At St. Thomas Aquinas College, the School of Education offers students several options to
become a teacher in a program that is accredited by the National Council for Accreditation
of Teacher Education (NCATE), now known as the Council for the Accreditation of Educator
Preparation (CAEP). Choosing a program that is nationally respected by NCATE/CAEP
accreditation with rigid requirements is a smart decision for your career in education. Our graduates are more marketable on a national scale because of the high quality and standards set
by our education programs.

Joseph Gilson ‘12/’15
Social Studies Teacher
Port Chester High School, NY
Heather Franco ‘12/’15
Biology Teacher
Clarkstown Central School District, NY

Kaitlin Blumberg’14
English Teacher
Monroe-Woodbury Central School District,
NY

BEST. YOU. EVER.
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Brittany Barrow ‘13
Special Education Teacher
East Ramapo Central School District, NY
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Elizabeth Zoda ‘14
Spanish Teacher
Don Bosco Preparatory, NJ
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MSEd - Master of Science in Education
Programs for Teachers
The School of Education offers practicing teachers the opportunity to advance their careers with a number of degrees. Teachers can
start these programs in the Fall, Spring or Summer and late afternoon classes enable flexibility after the school day.
We are proud to offer the following Master's degree programs for teachers:
• Educational Leadership (30 credits online)
• Special Education, Grades 1-6 (36 credits)
• Special Education, Grades 7-12 (36 credits)
• Special Education, specialization in Autism, Grades 1-6 (36 credits)
• Special Education, specialization in Autism, Grades 7-12 (36 credits)
• Literacy Education, Birth- Grade 6 (36 credits)
• Literacy Education, Grades 5-12 (36 credits)

S C H O O L O F E D U C AT I O N

The School of Education also offers the following post-graduate certificate programs:
• Advanced Certificate in Teacher Leadership (15 credits online)
• Advanced Certificate in Autism (12 credits online)
• Post Masters Professional Certificate in Literacy (18 credits)
• Post Masters Professional Certificate in Special Education (18 credits)
MSEd in Educational Leadership (Online)
We prepare teachers for leadership opportunities at the school building level as assistant principals, principals or curriculum specialists.
Scholarship opportunities are available. This program leads to School Building Leader (SBL) certification.
Advanced Certificate in Teacher Leadership (Online)
This 15-credit program will provide you with the credentials to pursue positions as a teacher leader including grade level leader,
team leader, department coordinator or academic coach. All 15 credits will be applied toward the MSEd in Educational Leadership,
should you decide to continue from the certificate to the degree program — it’s your choice!
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For more information on our Graduate Education programs, visit us online at www.stac.edu/graded.

MST - Master of Science in Teaching
Programs for Students who want to be teachers:
Switching careers can be a difficult decision. Transition into education is a specialty at St. Thomas Aquinas College. If you earned
your college degree in an area other than education, this program is for you! Choose from one of several content areas and complete
the program in as few as 16 months.
Based on background and interests, applicants may select one of three programs:
• Childhood Education, Grades 1-6 (39 credits)
• Childhood and Special Education, Grades 1-6 (45 credits)
• Adolescent Education, Grades 7-12 (36 credits)
• Adolescent and Special Education, Grades 7-12 (42 credits)
• Art Education, Grades K-12 (36 credits)
Certifications in one of the following content areas:
• Biology | Chemistry | English | Mathematics | Physics | Social Studies | Spanish
We also offer a Middle Level Extension (Grades 5-9).
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WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER MORE THAN 100 MAJORS, MINORS, SPECIALIZATIONS, AND DUAL-DEGREE PROGRAMS. VISIT
US AT WWW.STAC.EDU FOR AN UP-TO-DATE LISTING OF ALL OFFERINGS, INCLUDING OUR GRADUATE PROGRAMS AND
STRATEGIC ALLIANCES FOR GRADUATE STUDY.

PROGRAMS OF STUDY

MINORS
Art Therapy
Biology
Biotechnology
Business
Chemistry
Communication Arts
Computer and Information Science
Computer Science
Criminal Justice
Economics
Education
English
Fine Arts
Graphic Design
History
Human Resource Management
International Business
Journalism
Management Information Systems
Marketing
Mathematics
Performing Arts
Physics
Public Relations
Religious Studies
Social Media
Sociology
Spanish
Sport Management
Therapeutic Recreation
Writing

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Accounting
Accounting/MBA (150 Credits)
Finance
Management
Marketing
Sport Management
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Educational Studies
Art Education (K-12)
Early Childhood & Childhood
Education (Birth-6)
Childhood Education (1-6)
Childhood & Special Ed (1-6)
Adolescence Education (7-12)
- Biology
- Chemistry
- English
- Mathematics
- Social Studies
- Spanish
Middle Level Extension (5-9)
5-YEAR DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS
Childhood & Special Education,
Grades 1-6, BSEd - MSEd
Mathematics & Special Education,
Grades 7-12, BS - MSEd
Social Studies & Special Education,
Grades 7-12, BS - MSEd

PLANNED NEW PROGRAMS FOR 2016
Exercise Science
Healthcare Management
Hospitality Management

Spanish & Special Education,
Grades 7-12, BA -MSEd

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
845.398.4158

Dr. Meenakshi Gajria
Dean
mgajria@stac.edu
845.398.4154

Dr. Suzanne Reynolds
Assistant Dean
sreynold@stac.edu
845.398.4161

GRADUATE EDUCATION
845.398.4150

Dr. Joan Beairsto
Coordinator, MST Program
jbeairst@stac.edu
845.398.4152

Prof. Christine Markham
Director of Clinical
Experiences
cmarkham@stac.edu
845.398.4126

Dr. Elizabeth Finnegan
Director of Graduate Education
efinnega@stac.edu
845.398.4169
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CONTACT
INFORMATION

DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS
Biomedical Engineering
Chiropractic Medicine
Engineering
Physical Therapy
Podiatric Medicine
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SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Art Therapy
Biochemistry
Biology
Communication Arts
- Journalism
Computer Science
- Animation & Gaming
- Information Usages
& Management
Creative Writing
Criminal Justice
English
Forensic Science
History
Liberal Arts & Sciences
Mathematics
- Actuarial Science
Medical Technology
Natural Sciences
- Biology
- Chemistry
- Physics
Philosophy/Religious Studies
- Christian Traditions
- Ethics
- Philosophy
- Religious Studies
- Social Justice
Pre-Dental
Pre-Law
Pre-Medical
Pre-Pharmacy
Psychology
Romance Languages
Social Sciences
Spanish
Therapeutic Recreation
Visual Art
Visual Communications
- Graphic Design
- Media Art

Our academic programs and faculty are focused on
providing you with the tools and skills you'll need to
succeed in any career you choose!

COME
FOR
A VISIT

Experience St. Thomas Aquinas College
firsthand. Come and see our campus,
talk to other students, meet our faculty,
and see for yourself why students
consider our college a true home
away from home.
Visit campus: www.stac.edu/events
Learn more: www.stac.edu/IVB
Call us: 845.398.4100
Email us: visitus@stac.edu

Get Connected

Find STAC on your favorite social network! www.stac.edu/contact_us.html

NYC Metropolitan Area
(20 minutes from the heart of Manhattan)
125 Route 340, Sparkill, NY 10976 | 845.398.4100 | www.stac.edu
A U.S. News & World Report Top-Tier Institution
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